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is pleased to support the Mayor of Hillingdon’s charities .

We have an impressive 400m2 
showroom with creative in-house design 
service, friendly, knowledgeable and 
helpful staff that will provide all your 
local wall and flooring requirements.

Spacers Tile & Wood Flooring 
1A Brickwall Lane 
Ruislip 
Middlesex, HA4 8JR 

Just off the High Street

01895 621651      www.spacers-uk.com

Eye Design is the only independent 
opticians on Ruislip High Street,  

established in 1988

170 High Street, 
Ruislip, 

HA4 8LJ. 

Tel: 01895 621135

email: team@eyedesign.co.uk

www.eyedesign.co.uk

We pride ourselves in providing 
good old fashioned service.

Eye Design is proud  
to support the Mayor of 

Hillingdon’s charities.

A family run jewellers since 1922.

One of Greater London’s foremost  
retailers in luxury fine watches,  
designer jewellery and giftware.

C.S.Bedford proudly supports the  
Mayor of Hillingdon’s charities
•	A relaxed atmosphere and outstanding service
•	Valuations on designer and luxury goods
•	Bespoke service to help you create unique 

pieces of jewellery
•	Specialising in high quality jewellery and 

pre-owned watches

135 High Street, Ruislip,  
Middlesex HA4 8JY

01895 632100/676705
sales@csbedford.co.uk
www.csbedford.co.uk

Welcome
Good evening everyone and a warm welcome to Winston Churchill Hall. 

Our concert tonight is dedicated to the RAF Benevolent Fund in 
support of our fantastic RAF service men and women both past 
and present who served in many conflicts around the world, that 
we might enjoy the freedom we have today.

Way back in April 2013 my wife, Lynne, and I started to plan our 
charity drive for this Mayoral year.  We made a plan and started by 
choosing seven charities - why seven you may ask?  Many people 
we spoke to said ask the charities to give target items so people 
know, in times of austerity, exactly where the money is going, 
another suggestion was keep it local.

With this in mind we spoke to the lead fund raiser of each of the magnificent seven charities 
– they negotiated for an actual item to take their charity to the next level.  So we had a 
shopping list for the seven. 

Being a Hillingdon Councillor for South Ruislip – RAF Northolt  is close to my heart. So that 
takes me back to the RAFBF.  Paul Hewson their senior fund raiser identified Airplay as a 
need at this moment. 

The RAFBF is the most amazing charity and costs over £20 million to maintain.  We visited 
the RAFBF HQ in Portland Place and sat in on an awards committee.  Here the service 
personnel’s bids for support are scrutinised to ensure those who give so much to protect us 
and people around the world, are themselves supported when they fall on hard times or 
suffer physical or mental illness.  Observing this committee at work made us certain that 
we had hit the right button by choosing the RAFBF.

Airplay is designed to address concerns from RAF personnel about giving RAF children 
access to brand new facilities and safe, stimulating activities.  Also, by rolling out Airplay at 
all main RAF stations, children and young people will have much-needed continuity if, and 
when their family relocates.  This is particularly focused on families to help service dads and 
mums repatriate back to their families and to provide a fun activity base for children whose 
parents are away in some cases never to return.  By giving RAF children and young people the 
facilities and programmes they deserve, we believe Airplay will take some of the strain off 
RAF personnel and their partners, whether at home or on the front line.

So to support the RAFBF sit back relax and lose yourself in the amazing sounds of The 
Central Band of the RAF and the Red White and Blues Big Band who are about to transport 
us from Stage to Silver Screen.

The Worshipful the Mayor of Hillingdon 
Cllr Allan Kauffman
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The Central Band  
of the Royal Air Force
Music has been a part of the Royal Air Force 
since 1912, when the Service existed as the 
Royal Flying Corps. In 1918 the Royal Air 
Force was formed and by 1920 the Central 
Band was established.

The Central Band has several notable 
achievements in its history. In 1922 it was 
the first ever military band to broadcast on 
BBC radio, remaining to this day the most 
frequently featured military band in that 
medium. It was also the first military band 
to make a long-playing record: in April 1955 
HMV released a recording of what is to this 
day the most requested piece in their 
repertoire - Eric Coates' music for the film 
'The Dambusters'. The Central Band also 
ended a 155 year tradition by including 
women in its ranks whilst taking part in the 
'Changing of the Guard' ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace.

In recent years the band has performed in 
Holland, Germany, Australia, Cyprus, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Hungary, India, 
Canada and the USA. More recently the band 
has forged links with the Royal Northern 
College of Music, the Guildhall School of 
Music and the Royal Welsh College of Music 
and Drama.

Each year the Central Band of the Royal Air 
Force performs in excess of 580 
engagements, travelling more than 45,000 
miles. In 2010 the Central Band and the RAF 
Squadronaires signed a record deal with 
Universal Music (DECCA) and to date, has 
sold more than 170,000 albums. This success 
resulted in being nominated for the Classic 
FM album of the year at the ‘Classic Brit’ 
awards ceremony in London’s Royal Albert 
Hall. The recording “Reach for the Skies” 
stayed at number three in the album charts 
for two weeks, keeping Lady Gaga’s album 
from accelerating up the charts. 2013 sees 
the release of more Central Band CD’s. “New 
London Pictures” features the music of Nigel 
Hess on the Chandos label and then two 
volumes of the music of John Philip Sousa on 

Naxos. Steven Mead recording won CD of the 
year awards at Brass Band World, the British 
Bandsman and www.4barsrest.com.

The Central Band continues to be broadcast 
live on Radio. In 2010 they performed a live 
broadcast on BBC Radio 3 from the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall in London’s South Bank Centre 
and in May 2012 celebrated 100 years of 
military aviation and music with a special 
broadcast on BBC Radio 2’s ‘Listen to the 
Band’. They were also involved in celebrating 
the 70th Anniversary of the Dambusters with 
a performance on BBC Radio 2’s ‘Friday 
Night is Music Night”. In 2011, the Fanfare 
Trumpeters from the Central Band 

performed at what could be described as one 
of the biggest ever TV events, The Royal 
Wedding. The Band was heavily involved in 
2012 Olympics entertaining the audiences at 
many events including Tennis, Canoeing, 
Road Cycling and Beach Volleyball 
throughout the summer. 

As with all members of the RAF, Central 
Band musicians are required to support 
British forces on operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Musicians have been deployed 
as ‘force protection’, guarding installations 
and supporting helicopter and air 
transportation squadrons.

The Red White and Blues Big Band

Established in 2011, the Red, White and 
Blues Big Band (RWB) was formed to 
provide Royal Air Force Music Services with 
yet more versatility.

The RWB strive to continue the big band 
legacy of swing and dance music with a wide 
repertoire ranging from the 1940’s swing to 
arrangements of todays’ popular music.

As the latest addition to Royal Air Force 
Music Services, the RWB can boast an 
ever-increasing performance portfolio. On 
its debut, the band accompanied X-Factor 
star Stacy Solomon in a fund-raising concert 
for the Royal Air Force Association. Having 
received direction from legendary BBC Big 
Band Leader, Jay Craig, the Band has gone 
on to perform service charity concerts, 
dance functions, at UK airshows and 
produced a BBC Radio Broadcast. The RWB 
even features on you tube performing 
alongside vocalist Rebecca Poole in a single 
entitled“ This is the Song” specially written in 
order to raise money for the Help for Heroes 
charity (to see the RWB in action click here. 
The RWB are looking forward to an array of 
projects over the coming twelve months 
including working with the Royal British 
Legion towards producing a CD 
commemorating the centenary of World War I
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The Central Band of the RAF
conducted by Flt Lt Richard A Murray BMus(Hons) LRSM LLCM RAF

National Anthem

20th Century Fox Fanfare arr. Laidler

Jurassic Park  Williams arr. Laidler

Lawrence of Arabia M.Jarre

Somewhere out there Horner/Mann/Weil, arr. Lawrence 
Featuring Cpl James Lawrence  

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Sherman

Cavatina  Myers arr. Martindale 
Featuring SAC Hannah Lewin

‘Dartmoor 1912’ from The War Horse Williams arr. Chettleburgh

‘Anthem’ from Chess Anderson arr. Wiffin 
Featuring Cpl Matt Walker

Moment for Morricone Morricone arr. de Meij

 

The Red White and Blues Big Band
led By Sgt Chris Quinn

The RAF at the Movies Various 

The Rain in Spain  Loewe arr. Opie 
Featuring Sgt Chris Quinn

Por una cabeza Gardel arr. Lawrence 
Featuring Cpl Claire Lawrence

‘Yoda’s Theme’ from Star Wars Williams arr. Hunsberger

Troubles in Tipperary arr. Little

‘We Will Rock You’  Queen arr. Morley

RAF March Past Dyson/Davies
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Friday 21 February 2014 
Winston Churchill Hall, Ruislip

Interval

Pyrotechnics by Allstar Fireworks 
The Stables, Goulds Green, Hillingdon UB8 3DG  

01895 435000  www.allstarfireworks.co.uk

Thanks to the Ruislip Lions International Charity 
Group for their support in running the bar
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Evolution of musical 
theatre and film
All the music we hear tonight is thanks to 
the early days in live entertainment such as 
operas, minstrel shows, burlesque, music 
hall, vaudeville and variety shows! Musical 
theatre is a slick combination of songs, 
dialogue, acting and dance. The story and 
emotion of a musical – love, humour, pathos 
and anger are communicated through 
words, music and movement to create an 
integrated whole. 

The Black Crook a musical comedy by Charles 
Barras opened on 12 September 1866 and 
ran for 475 performances before closing in 
January 1868. So here we are 146 years later 
in February to bring back musical treats that 
have entertained over the years,

During the 1930s and 1950s prominent 
musical partnerships of composers and song 
writers hit the headlines such as George 
Gershwin and his older brother Ira, Bernstein 
and Sondheim, Gilbert and Sullivan . These 
partnerships broke new ground and took 
music and musical shows to a new level. In 
1930 a new show Strike up the Band 
introduced the song I’ve Got a Crush on You, 
the show earned a Pullitzer Prize for drama.

Following WWII came the golden age of 
musicals with hit musicals from Cole Porter, 
Irving Berlin, Rodgers and Hart that lifted the 
world’s spirits. Oklahoma and the magical 
song Oh What a beautiful Morning was quite 
iconic at this time-rapidly followed by 
Carousel (1945), South Pacific (1949), The King 
and I (1951) and The Sound of Music (1959).

In the 1960s to the 1990s amidst changing 
musical climate several notable musicals 
gained acclaim from critics and theatre goers 
alike. An example was the well loved Annie 
that hit Broadway in 1976 followed rapidly by 
Jules Styne’s Funny Girl that starred the then 
newcomer Barbra Streisand.

Then we come up to date with the many 
scores from musicals and films that touch a 
memory in all of us and are righty often 
referred to as blockbusters. Many use 
brilliant high tech systems to enhance the 
music bring that extra emotional content to 
what we see and hear such as Avatar; we 
probably all remember the Judy Garland 
classic Over the Rainbow that is used in so 
many shows and television, it marks a 
milestone in musical theatre history and is 
featured this evening. 

The most powerful themes in films such as 
Jurassic Park, War Horse, and Star Wars 
feature in our programme tonight are the 
result of fantastic modern composers and 
lyricists. Sir Tim Rice and Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber who have dominated the musicals 
scene for some time and tonight Anthem 
from Chess is included in the programme. 
Many of us have been swept away by 
performances of The Phantom of the Opera, 
Jesus Christ Superstar and, more recently, 
The Wizard of Oz; all made more dramatic by 
the musical scores.

Tonight we hope to transport you through 
this fascinating time in musical theatre with 
the aid of the fantastic sounds of the Central 
Band of the RAF and The Red White and 
Blues Big Band.

Lynne Kauffman

Flight Lieutenant Richard Murray 
BMus(Hons) LRSM LLCM RAF

Flight Lieutenant Richard Murray began 
playing the flute and piano from an early age 
under the guidance of the music staff at 
Downshire School, Carrickfergus and Colin 
Irvine at Belfast High School. Walking in the 
footsteps of the Irish flute tradition he was 
soon studying music at the University of 
Ulster, graduating with honours in 1997. 
During this time Richard was awarded a 
Scholarship from the Arts Council for N.
Ireland, which he used to attend Ulster 
Youth Orchestra courses, master classes 
with Sir James Galway and lessons with 
Colin Fleming of the Ulster Orchestra. 

Richard joined Royal Air Force Music 
Services in November 1997 and served 
briefly with the Western Band of the Royal 
Air Force at RAF Locking. Prior to his 
posting as Principal Flautist with the Band 
of the Royal Air Force Regiment at RAF 
Cranwell in 1999, Richard was awarded the 
Cassel Silver Medal by The Worshipful 
Company of Musicians. While at Cranwell 
Richard continued his musical studies 
gaining Licentiateships in Performance and 
Conducting from the London College and 
Royal Schools of Music and for his efforts 
was awarded another Silver Medal from the 
Worshipful Company of Musicians on 
completion of the Bandmaster Course in 
2006. On promotion to Sergeant in 2008, 
Richard was posted to The Central Band of 
the RAF.

As a flautist Richard has travelled, 
performed and recorded throughout the UK 
and worldwide, from the desert sands of 
Saudi Arabia and Basrah, Iraq to the live TV 
Studios of Bosnia-Herzegovina and the BBC.

In addition to his service commitments, he 
can regularly be seen performing and 
conducting with the Lincolnshire 
Philharmonia and the Lincoln Symphony 
Orchestra. 

In his free time Richard enjoys cycling, 
windsurfing, racquet sports and hiking. 

Richard received his Commission and was 
awarded the MacRoberts Prize on 
completion of Initial Officer Training Course 
No.17 at RAF College Cranwell in February 
2010. Flight Lieutenant Murray was then 
appointed Director of Music to The Band of 
the Royal Air Force Regiment and joined The 
Central Band of The Royal Air Force as 
Director of Music in January 2012.
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The airfield at RAF Northolt is older than the 
RAF itself. Located in the London Borough of 
Hillingdon, the airfield opened in March 
1915 and became operational in June 1915 
when BE2c aircraft flew defensive patrols 
against Zeppelin raids over London. The 
Officers' Mess, built around 1920, is still 
operational, as is one hangars and several 
barrack blocks dating from the mid 1920s to 
the 1930s. In the 1930s, RAF Northolt was 
the first station to operate the Hurricane 
and during the Second World War was again 
one of the key airfields in the defence of 
London. During the Battle of Britain, 
Northolt was 'home' to a series of allied and 
British Hurricane and Spitfire Squadrons, 
including a complete Polish Wing.

No 303 Polish Squadron clocked up the 
highest allied scores during the Battle of 
Britain, with Sergeant Josef Frantisek, a 
maverick Czech national and 'honorary Pole' 
becoming the highest scorer of the Battle. In 
1943, RAF Northolt's Spitfire Mk IX 
Squadrons became the first Spitfire Wing as 
a unit to operate over Germany.

One notable flight took place in 1944 when 
liberator 'Marco Polo' flew non-stop from 
Washington to Northolt, taking a mere 19 
hours and 46 minutes.

In 1946 the airfield 
was loaned for civil 
use whilst Heathrow Airport was under 
construction and by 1952, Northolt was the 
busiest airfield in Europe, handling an 
annual total of 50,000 air movements.

Aeronautical Information Documents Unit 
moved from RAF Ruislip to RAF Northolt, 
where they still operate today. In 1957 the 
Metropolitan Communication Squadron 
moved to RAF Northolt and reformed as No 
32 Squadron in 1969. In early 1990, No 60 
Squadron disbanded from Germany and 
moved to join No 32 Squadron, making it the 
largest and most varied single Squadron in 
the RAF. The major role of providing VIP air 
transport continues today, with the 
amalgamation of the Squadron in 1995 with 

the Queen's flight from RAF 
Benson forming No 32  

(The Royal) Squadron  
at RAF Northolt.

No 600 (City of London) Squadron, which 
formed at Northolt in October 1925, was 
reformed in 1999 from a merger of the then 
No 1 and No 3 Maritime Headquarters Units. It 
is a Royal Auxiliary Air Force unit comprising 
part-time volunteers who attend for training at 
weekends in addition to their week-day jobs.

In 2008 the British Forces Post Office moved 
to purpose built facilities at Northolt from 
Mill Hill as part of the MoDEL (MoD Estates 
London) project. The £320m MoDEL project 
involved the closure of RAF Bentley Priory 
and RAF Uxbridge and the consolidation of 
most of their units into Northolt. By 2010 the 
RAF Central Band, the Queen's Colour 
Squadron, the Service Prosecution Authority, 
the Military Aviation Authority and various 
other smaller units had all moved into new 
or refurbished facilities at Northolt.

In 2012 RAF Northolt was the forward base 
for Typhoon fast jets providing air security 
for the 2012 Olympic Games. 

Top: Spitfire replica outside the  
officers’ mess at RAF Northolt

Above: Polish airmen with Spitfire c1941

Main: RAF Typhoon jets photographed  
at night during the 2012 Olympics.

Pictures reproduced with  
permission of RAF Northolt




