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Adapted for stage by Stephen Briggs

Commander Sir Samuel Vimes was 
today assured by a concerned 
Ankh-Morpork citizen that your 
average dog is not, contrary to the 
rumour, able to speak. “Dogs are 
often found in the city,” assured the 
citizen, one domicile-challenged 
fellow named Foul Old Ron, “but 
we, er, they certainly haven’t 
learned to converse in polite society, 
hah, or impolite society. It would be 
extremely inconvenient for us, er, 
them if some had and the story got 
out.” Let that be a lesson to all of 
you! (By ‘all of you’ the Times 
would like to clarify that it is not 
directly addressing Commander 
Vimes, of course, ahahaha.)
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Want to be a Purple person?
See us in the foyer or bar after the show, telephone: 07050 605081

or visit our website: www.purpletheatre.org.uk
purple - better than blue
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welcome...
...from the company manager

Welcome to the Purple Theatre 
Company’s production of Terry 
Pratchett’s The Truth.

This will be Purple’s ninth Pratchett 
production, a tradition that started 
with our very first show, and they 
have continued to be great fun 
ever since. 

This is also my last show as 
Company Manager, as I step down 
in a few weeks to let some new 
blood take the reins, so please 
forgive me if this is a little more 
reflective than the usual ‘welcome’ 
at the front of our programmes.

As always I’d like to recognise a 
lot of the hard work that goes on 
in the Production area, with many 
members of the Management 
Team stepping up to help out with 
production roles, as well as their 
duties for the company in general, 
especially Claire our Producer (and 
Treasurer) and Dom on publicity. It 
is easy to forget how much work 
goes on behind the scenes (and 
behind that!). 

It makes it really easy for me having 
such a good production team in 
place, and I know that this is one of 
the best.

I would also like to congratulate 
Rez and Stoo. I think they have 
done great work as a directing team 
and really have a lot to be proud 
of. Managing a show with so many 
roles is always challenging, and 
whenever I’ve stuck my head into 
a rehearsal there has always been 
plenty of laughs and energy, which is 
great to see.

It’s also great to see new faces in the 
cast and crew. We are always looking 
to encourage people to come along 
and join in, whether to try out on 
stage, learn about the technical side 
of things, or even to sort out radio 
interviews, write or produce plays 
or musicians, and anyone else who 
wants to be involved in the mad 
world of theatre!

I’d also like to thank those absent 
from tonight who have sponsored 
tickets for our partner charities; we 

really feel that we are lucky with 
the support given to us by the 
local community and love to give 
something back, and by allowing 
us to perform for people who 
otherwise wouldn’t get a chance to 
come to the theatre, everyone wins. 
So thank you, and for those who are 
unaware of this service, either as a 
donor or as a charity who would 
like to register to receive tickets, 
please visit our website for details.

So for the final time I’d like to thank 
everyone in the show, cast, crew, 
production team, management team, 
front of house, crew and all the 
previous members who have worked 
with me over the past three years. 
It’s been amazingly rewarding, and 
I’ll treasure the time I’ve been lucky 
enough to be Company Manager,

My final thanks go to my long 
serving (suffering?) wife Chrisa. 
Thank you, love.

Enjoy the Show!

Bas Dickson Leach
Company Manager

If you are interested in getting 
involved in the company, registering 
your local charity to receive tickets, 
or anything else to do with us, 
please get in touch via our website 
at www.purpletheatre.org.uk
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Welcome to Terry Pratchett’s The Truth!

As a bit of a closet Pratchett fan, 
being asked to direct a stage 
adaptation of a Discworld novel 
proved to be an opportunity I 
simply couldn’t pass up.

Although the Discworld novels 
are placed in the fantasy genre, 
Pratchett’s approach is less 
concerned with the established 
conventions of modern fantasy 
writing. Instead, the Discworld 
warps and mirrors many of the 
accepted truths of the real world. 
The parallels between the city-
states of the Sto Plains and the 
nation-states of European history 
are obvious to even the most casual 
observance; and a slightly deeper 
look beneath the ‘surface’ of the 
narrative reveals startlingly deep 
social commentary. 

The Truth is a particularly gritty 
episode in the Discworld series, 
driven by a number of acutely dark 
and intense characters. Although (as 
with all Discworld novels) humour 
plays an integral part, The Truth’s 
comedy carries a distinctly noir tinge.

Speaking personally, The Truth is 
one of my favourite Discworld 
books, in which appears my 
favourite Discworld character, 

a word...
...from the directors

Commander Sam Vimes of the 
Ankh-Morpork City Watch (albeit 
in a supporting role).

The production itself has posed 
many challenges, and has proven 
to be a demanding but ultimately 
hugely fulfilling process. At 
seventeen weeks, the rehearsal 
schedule was particularly lengthy 
and maintaining energy levels over 
such an extended period was in 
itself a real test. And with more 
than forty characters to cast, a huge 
amount of effort was required to 
bring the project to fruition. 

The credit for that rests exclusively 
with the wonderful collection of 
people who came together to 
stage The Truth. And in seeking to 
understand why this has been such 
a cherished experience personally, 
I need look no further than them. 
It would be remiss of me not to 
convey my most heartfelt thanks.

Firstly, the crew – lighting to 
sound; costume to props; stage 
management to front of house – 
their innovation and dedication has 
added immeasurable colour, life and 
depth to The Truth. Rarely seen, the 
crew of a show build the canvas 
necessary for any successful stage 
production and in this particular 

case, I have been astounded by the 
zeal employed.

Sincere appreciation goes to the 
production team for their unstinting 
support and for providing the 
perfect environment needed to 
help this show to blossom. No task 
was too big for them and I cannot 
imagine how difficult things would 
have been without them. 

And finally, the cast: I find myself 
incapable of fully expressing how 
much joy and pleasure I’ve derived 
from working with so many funny, 
beautifully wacky people for the last 
four months.

Were I to suggest that I’d travailed 
in my role, it pales in comparison 
to the cast’s devotion, energy and 
commitment and I couldn’t have 
asked for a more delightful group to 
work with. I shall sorely miss their 
exuberance and the laughter of 
rehearsals. I feel truly privileged to 
have this experience to look back 
on and I am indebted to them for 
granting me the memories.

And a thank you to you, the 
audience. We do this not only for 
you, but also because of you. Enjoy 
the show!

Rez Mossavat
Director
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As a long time Pratchett fan I’m 
delighted to be working on Purple’s 
ninth Discworld show.  Sometimes 
a fantasy author such as Terry 
Pratchett (63 of Beaconsfield) has 
to point out the strangeness of 
reality.  Though set in a world of 
dwarfs, vampires and zombies, The 
Truth focuses on many issues in 
today’s news: plots to overthrow 
despots, freedom of speech, the 
nature of ‘public interest’, secret 
recordings of public figures, 
journalists being forbidden from 
reporting on censures, the role of 
the media in society, humorously 
shaped vegetables...

When I first suggested the company 
produce this show it seemed 
relatively straight forward – you 
know: a show featuring three 
dwarfs, a zombie, a vampire, a 
talking dog, a working printing 
press, dark light, ghosts, rains of 
molten lead, voice recordings 
and somewhere in the region of 
fifty scene changes; fortunately 
our technical team are more than 
competent and I understand we 
may be using more sound and 

lighting effects than any Purple show 
in recent history.

Pratchett has a wonderful habit 
of sliding in hundreds of subtle 
references.  Aficionados of printing, 
typography, politics and modern 
film may be the only ones to spot 
all of the ones in this script; but 
hopefully you’ll all be able to spot 
at least a few of the references.  
If you’ll forgive me for giving just 
one of them away, you may be 
interested to note that the opening 
scene, where our story begins, 
featuring Nobby Nobbs and Fred 
Colon (played by some dodgy 
looking fellow) is described in 
the novel as taking place at Ankh-
Morpork’s Water Gate.

With almost fifty different 
characters, casting the show whilst 
restricting the cast to as many as 
will fit in the Compass Theatre 
dressing rooms has been a logistical 
challenge; you wouldn’t believe 
the spreadsheets and tables we 
(and  Andi our faithful costumier) 
have put together to work out just 
what is a workable configuration.  
Thankfully we have a very talented 

team of actors who are not only 
flexible in their acting but also 
experts at rapid costume changes in 
confined spaces.  Rez and I are also 
delighted to introduce you to the 
newest members of Purple’s acting 
team who have joined for this show.

As with any novel of over three 
hundred pages, it’s impossible for 
the adaptor to get everything 
into the play – so if you enjoy this 
production of Stephen Briggs (60 of 
Oxford)’s adaptation, do be sure to 
check out the original book which 
has even more intricate plot lines 
and hilarious characters (and if 
you buy it through Easy Fundraising 
on the Purple Theatre Company 
website (www.purpletheatre.org.uk), 
you’ll also be raising funds for the 
theatre company).

I do hope you enjoy our production 
as much as we’ve enjoyed putting it 
together.  Oh... and a word of advice, 
if you see a shifty fellow selling 
sausages inna bun in the foyer:  Just.  
Say.  No.  Dibbler is an extremely 
good hot sausage salesman, but 
given the nature of his sausages, he 
has to be.

Stoo Gill
Assistant Director
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Warning - Armed 
and Dangerous

Citizens of Ankh Morpork are 
warned to be on the lookout for 
two new visitors to our city who 
may tarnish its good name. 
 Known only by the soubriquet 
“The New Firm”, these two men 
have left a trail of devastation 
across the Sto Plains and are 
believed to have headed to Ankh 
Morpork in the past month.
 Sergeant Colon, of the City 
Watch, was contacted by The 
Times for comment and was kind 

The NeW FIRM: MR PIN AND MR TuLIP

Small Medium At Large
The celebrated spiritualist Mrs evadne 
Cake is holding an open seance in a 
week’s time for those who wish to 
contact those ‘beyond the veil’. Mrs 
Cake, well known for her close work 
with the Post Office, has personally 
invited Mr Moist von Lipwig to her 
party. Times Reporter Sacharissa 
Cripslock was unable to reach Mr von 
Lipwig for comment, although his 
co-worker Miss Adora Belle Dearheart 
said he would be ‘delighted to attend’. 
Perhaps the Postmaster General will 
manage to hear a spook speak?!

enough to lay out his programme for 
protecting our fair city: 
 “It’s all these old buildings,” he 
noted. “We can’t be too careful. Some 
of the other cities would give their eye 
teeth for an Opera house like ours.” 
 We are sure that citizens will rest 
more safely knowing that Sergeant 
Colon is guarding all civic 
monuments with his eagle eye.
 In the meantime, all citizens are 
recommended to refrain from 
approaching these men, who may be 
identified from the strange white powder 
and dead moths that have, to date, been 
found at all previous crime scenes. 

Terry PraTcheTT’s The TruTh
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Scene one – Introduction

Scene two – The Patrician’s Palace

Scene three – A cellar somewhere

Scene four – The print room

Scene five – The balcony of the Patrician’s Palace

Scene six – The Patrician’s Palace

Scene seven – A cellar

Scene eight – Mrs Arcanum’s boarding house

Scene nine – The Patrician’s Palace

Scene ten – The print room, later that day

Scene eleven – An empty house

Scene twelve – The print room

Scene thirteen – A gathering

Scene fourteen – The vestry of a church

Scene one – The print room

Scene two – Mrs Arcanum’s boarding house

Scene three – A dark alley

Scene four – The print room

Scene five – Dark streets

Scene six – Back at the alley

Scene seven – Mr Slant’s office

Scene eight – The deserted house

Scene nine – The print room

Scene ten – The print room, the next day

Scene eleven – Carney’s print room

Scene twelve – The deserted house

Scene thirteen – Mrs Arcanum’s boarding house

Scene fourteen – Carney’s print room

scene lisT
Act one Act two

PROTeCTING OuR CITy: COMMANDeR VIMeS AND SeRGeANT ANGuA OF The CITy WATCh
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Watch Out
The City Watch were today called to 
a fracas outside The Bucket public 
house on Gleam Street in which six 
people were injured.
 Arresting officer Sergeant Angua 
told the Times: “Go away and stop 
bothering me.”
 Captain Carrot of the Watch 
assisted the Times with its enquiries 
on Sergeant Angua’s behalf:

 “The miscreants decided to rob 
the landlord, Mr Cheese, but 
unfortunately on exiting the 
premises they ran into a large 
wolfhound. Naturally the creature 
was agitated by the robbers’ 
behaviour and it pounced; two 
were taken down outside The 
Bucket and the other four were 
chased towards the River Ankh, 
whereupon they fell in.  

upon being pulle from the rive 
and susequently revived they 
decided to come quietly.” 
 Sergeant Angua added: “The 
wolfhound was not ThAT large, 
excuse me.” whereupon both officers 
were suddenly called away on 
urgent Business. 
 The Times applauds the efforts 
of our City Watch and wishes them 
all the best! 

PROTeCTING OuR CITy AGAIN: ANKh-MORPORK’S CITy WATCh

Terry PraTcheTT’s The TruTh
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The Alzheimer’s Society is the UK’s 
leading care and research charity 
for people with dementia and those 
who care for them.

The term ‘dementia’ is used to 
describe the symptoms that occur 
when the brain is affected by 
specific diseases and conditions. 
Symptoms of dementia include loss 
of memory, confusion and problems 
with speech and understanding.

There are 750,000 people with 
dementia in the UK today with 
numbers set to rise to over one 
million by 2025.

The Alzheimer’s Society provides 
information, education, support 
and care for people with any form 
of dementia; to help people to live 
their lives to the full.

The Hillingdon services provide 
Carer Support Groups, Dementia 
Cafés, Dementia Support Service 
and Day Service.

Our Day Service supports older 
people on a Saturday, and Monday to 
Friday supports people of working age 
with dementia (under the age of 65).

One in three people over the age 
of 65 will die with dementia; the 
Alzheimer’s Society needs to raise 
money to care for people today and 
to find a cure for tomorrow.

The Society’s fight for a better world 
for people with all types of dementia 
takes a wide range of forms. Through 

How could my donation help?

£5 could pay for one person to 
attend a half hour session at a 
monthly Dementia Café, providing 
information and support for people 
with dementia and their carers.

£20 could pay for 100 copies of 
Understanding and Respecting the 
Person with Dementia - one of the 
Society’s most requested factsheets.

£50 could fund a PhD researcher for 
one day to continue vital research 
into understanding the causes of 
dementia, how it can be treated and, 
ultimately, to find a cure.

£120 could pay to run Talking Point 
for one day - the Society’s 24/7 
online community for all people 
affected by dementia.

Contacting us

For further details, support or 
information:

Alzheimer’s Society 
United Reformed Church 
Templeton Day Centre 
Joel Street 
Northwood Hills 
London 
HA6 1NL

t: 01923 823 999

e:  harrowandhillingdon@
alzheimers.org.uk

w: www. alzheimers.org.uk

suPPorTing our communiTy

our network of local services, we 
touch the lives of over 30,000 people 
every week, providing practical 
services and support for people with 
dementia and their carers. Every year, 
more than a million people make use 
of the information we provide.

Through campaigning and lobbying 
we strive to influence government 
policies and raise awareness of the 
challenges faced by people with 
dementia and the people who care 
for them. Through our research 
programme we work to improve the 
knowledge we have about dementia 
and its treatment – and pursuing the 
ultimate goal of finding a cure.

Giving your support

Alzheimer’s Society supports people 
to live well with dementia today 
and funds research to find a cure 
for tomorrow. We rely on voluntary 
donations to continue our vital work. 

There are many ways you can 
support and help us lead the fight 
against dementia: from making a 
monthly donation, signing up to one 
of our fundraising events, volunteering 
in your local area or getting involved 
in our campaigning issues.

We also have information for 
companies and trusts on how you can 
make a big difference to our work.

Visit our website for information on 
how to make a donation:  
www. alzheimers.org.uk
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Models Required
up-and-coming right-at-you 
iconographer Otto Chriek of the 
Ankh-Morpork Times is looking 
for iconographic models for a very 
special collection of images he is 
currently putting together. 
 With the Patrician opening the 
exciting utterly uberwald 
exhibition held at the Royal Art 
Gallery just next month, our very 
own Otto is recreating the true 
essence of the Old Country! 
 Otto wishes all to know that, 
although he is a vampire, he is also 
a member of the League of 
Temperance (‘Not One Drop’) so 
models should please refrain from 
worrying about receiving the odd, 
or indeed unexpected, nibble! 
 Male applicants please note 
pitchforks will be provided; female 
applicants are encouraged to bring 
their own underwired nightdresses.

Lady Sybil’s Dragon 
Breeding Tips

What ho, dragon fanciers! This 
week we will be looking at the 
problem known as premature 
inflammation. your average fewmet 
is prone to this often, especially 
when irritated, confused or excited. 
It is extremely ill-advised to use 
smaller dragons with this condition 
to light household fires (or smoking 
equipment such as cigars) as you 
may lose your mantelpiece, or 
indeed, your eyebrows. 
 Premature inflammation can be 
cured relatively easily with only a 
small change in diet control, but 
should your little darlings continue 
to suffer after cutting out charcoal 
biscuits, please bring them along to 
the Sunshine Sanctuary for Sick 
Dragons where we will be pleased to 
prescribe them our new anti-flaming 
water-based medication, NIAG’RA.

Commander Vimes 
Wins Best Ass Award
Ankh-Morpork was today justifiably 
proud of its Watch Commander Sir 
Samuel Vimes for winning the 
illustrious Best Ass Award as given 
by the young Men’s Reformed 
Cultists of the Ichor God Bel-
Shamharoth Association. Sir Samuel 
was not available for comment.
 The ass in question, a remarkably 
well-kept mule named Marilyn, is said 
to be ‘happy and healthy’ in her stall 
at Treacle Mine Road Watch house.

Death Spotted
It has recently been rumoured that, 
upon Sunday of last week, the 
horrifying spectre of Death himself 
was seen strolling the streets of our 
great city. The reader can be assured 
that this is pure fabrication. Death 
was over in Lancre all of last week. 

ICONOGRAPheR (AND LeAGue OF TeMPeRANCe VAMPIRe) OTTO ChRIeK

Terry PraTcheTT’s The TruTh
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Sir Terry Pratchett lives behind a 
keyboard in Wiltshire, and remains 
one of the most popular authors 
writing today.  Regarded as one of 
the most significant contemporary 
English-language satirists, Pratchett 
has won numerous literary awards, 
including the 2001 Carnegie Medal, 
was named an Officer of the British 
Empire for services to literature in 
1998 and Knight Bachelor in 2009. 
He has received five honorary 
degrees from the Universities of 
Warwick, Portsmouth, Bath, Bristol 
and Buckinghamshire, and an honorary 
doctorate from Trinity College Dublin.

His acclaimed novels have sold more 
than sixty million copies worldwide 
and have been translated into thirty-
seven languages. He sold his first 
story when he was thirteen, which 
earned him enough money to buy 
a second-hand typewriter (the first 
of many keyboards he would spend 
his life behind). His first novel, a 
humorous fantasy entitled The Carpet 
People, appeared in 1971 from 
the publisher Colin Smythe. Terry 
worked for many years as a journalist 
and press officer, writing in his spare 
time and publishing a number of 
novels, including his first Discworld 
novel, The Colour of Magic, in 1983. In 
1987 he turned to writing full time, 
and has not looked back since. To 

date there are a total of thirty-eight 
books set in the Discworld.

Terry says he spends too much 
time at his word processor, but 
doesn’t want to get a life, because 
it feels as though he’s trying to lead 
three already.  Terry’s latest novels 
are Unseen Academicals, and the 
fourth Tiffany Aching novel, I Shall 
Wear Midnight. He is currently 
writing his thirty-ninth Discworld 
novel Snuff due for publication in 
October this year.  

Stephen Briggs

Stephen was born in Oxford in 
1951, to parents from Cumbria (his 
father had originally been an iron ore 
miner, but had moved to Oxford in 
the 1930s). He worked for a short 
time for the Bodleian Library, before 
joining the civil service, where he has 
worked ever since. 

His involvement in Discworld came 
about almost by accident. He was 
(and still is) a keen member of an 
amateur drama club, and had adapted 
Monty Python’s Life of Brian and Holy 
Grail, and Tom Sharpe’s Porterhouse 
Blue and Blott on the Landscape for 
the stage. While looking for a new 
project, someone suggested that he 
try the works of Terry Pratchett – and 
his life passed into another leg of the 
trousers of time! 

Terry Pratchett attended his drama 
club’s production of Wyrd Sisters in 
1991 and gave them permission to 
adapt Mort (co-incidentally, Purple’s 
first play – forteen years ago). 

While working on Mort, he 
suggested to Terry that a 
‘Companion’ to Discworld might be 
fun, and found himself working on 
it via a circuitous route taking in a 
map of Ankh-Morpork along the 
way.  From there, his involvement 
in Discworld blossomed. Terry 
and he have collaborated on a 
number of projects: he’s adapted 
ten of Terry’s books for the stage 
and they are now produced by 
amateur groups all over the world. 
The royalties from productions of 
the plays (including this one) have 
so far raised over £50,000 for the 
Orangutan Foundation.

Background
Sir Terry Pratchett
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Mandy Gasson
Mrs Arcanum, Lady Selachii, 
Corporal Littlebottom
This is Mandy’s twentieth 
performance with Purple. 
It is, however, the first time 
she has played a dwarf, but 
not the first for playing nutty 
old women!

Stoo Gill
Sergeant Colon,  
Crowd Person 2

By day Stoo is a mild-mannered 
web designer with a penchant 
for stuffed rabbits; by night he 
is a debonair and sophisticated 
actor.  Thankfully, there is no 

matinée for this show. 

Amanda Franklin
Sergeant Angua, Lady Venturi
You can’t handle the Truth! 

Oh, wait, you’re watching 
it.  Maybe you can after all. 

Amanda is pleased she does 
not have to wear fake hair 
of any variety. Woof woof, 

grrr, woof!

Michaela Clayton
Corporal Nobbs,  
Mrs Mackleduff,  
Florrie Perry, Crowd Person 4
Micheala turned up three 
weeks before the show not 
having read the script, with the 
words, “I’ll do it on the night.” in 
her mind. Well this is the night!

Ruth Bateman
Sacharissa Crisplock
Ruth is thrilled to have been 
cast as Sacharissa, as she 
seems to be perfect for the 
part; she is sweet, ladylike, 
and not at all violent...  
She’s –ing loving it!

Frankie Brand
 Drumknott, Cartwright

Taken away from her pretty 
frocks and stylish shoes and 
forced into male attire, let’s 
find out just how well this 

usually quiet, feminine young 
girl handles the two very 
different roles on stage!

Tom Brand 
Lord de Worde, Coffin Henry, 
Crowd Person 3
So here he is. Tom is sure 
he’s playing some sort of 
father-figure/bad guy/upper 
class type of fellow. Or not. 
He should probably have a 
look at the script...

Phil Burton
Gaspode, Samuel Arblaster, 

Crowd Person 1
Dog’s don’t talk. Do they? They 
do now (Phil loves puppets). 
Phil has been with Purple since 
2000, but this is his last show 
for a while as he’s off to get 
married (sorry, ladies). Woof!

Joni-Rae Carrack
 Gunilla Goodmountain

Having previously played a 
centrefold and a pantomime 

gorilla, Joni (5ft 11/2”) is 
pleased to be cast as a 

character she can finally step 
into the shoes of, without 
having to stuff them first.

Craig Cameron-Fisher
Lord Vetinari, Charlie, Carney, 
the voice of Wuffles
The first Purple show Craig 
saw had Martin Veale as Vetinari 
which convinced him to join 
the group.  Now, Craig gets that 
part. “The circle is complete, 
now I am the master...”
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Timothy Williams
Mr Slant
In his role as Mr Slant, 
zombie lawyer, Tim is 
looking forward to his 
first part where there’s no 
chance of dying on stage, 
as all the dying will have 
happened already!

Adrian Wilson
Duck Man, Lost Watch Man, 

Old Priest, Ridcully, Vendor
Adrian lives in Hillingdon and 
works in Slough. He studied 
‘A’ Level Drama at Stratford-
Upon-Avon and is delighted 
to be in his first Purple show. 
For all his family and friends!

Steven Walsh
William de Worde
Steven joined Purple 
two years ago as a fan 
of the group, and, due to 
an obvious mistake, has 
now been cast as a lead 
protagonist. How did  
THAT happen?

Tim Williams
Mr Tulip

Tim’s been a Discworld fan 
for eleven –ing years. He’s 
performed for –ing Terry 

Pratchett himself and is –ing 
ecstatic to be back on the 

Disc. If only he could give up 
pickled beef sandwiches!

Jade King
Boddony, Mrs Crank
After decades of research 
the Large Hadron 
Collider used to split the 
fundamental particle was 
complete. In doing so we 
found Jade: the smallest 
thing known to science.

Rez Mossavat
Mr Wintler, Dis-Organiser
Rez decided that it would 

be wholly inappropriate 
to take a part in the Truth 
simply as a sop to his ego. 
But then, he’s always been 

very inappropriate…

Dominic Parford
Otto Chriek, Foul Old Ron
This is Dom’s second 
Discworld show and the 
second time he’s played 
a Vampire. Are the two 
related? Yes, they are. 
Typecast? Never. His next 
show is Twilight the Musical. 

David Ridgeway
Lord Rust,  

Altogether Andrews, Thug
David has returned to the 
stage after a nineteen year 
absence, mainly due to this 

unexpected opportunity 
arising outside of the 

football season.

Manveer Sahota
Mr Pin
Manveer returns to Purple 
as the vivacious Mr Pin. 
To prepare for this role, 
he locked himself in a 
room for two weeks and 
repeatedly beat himself 
with a large stick.

Andi Tucker
Commander Sam Vimes,  

Arthur Crank
This is Andi’s third 

Discworld play and possibly 
his greatest challenge yet; 

acting without running 
around or waving his  

arms about.

Terry PraTcheTT’s The TruTh
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Putting on any show is a joy, but putting 
on a Pratchett is always that little 
bit more exciting – with an author’s 
imagination this large, we have all the 
space in the (Disc)world to play...

For this, the first Pratchett I have 
produced, everyone on the production 
team has brought that little bit extra to 
their role – whether it be Bas changing 
his design for the press due to the 
“cool thing I found yesterday” or James 
asking if we mind him adding sound to 
EVERY scene. Thanks to everyone 
who has given their time and talent 
to create this Discworld playground, 
and to all those who hide behind 
the curtain.  Additional thanks to all of 
our front of house volunteers and our 
charity supporters – give generously! 
And, of course, our sincere thanks to 
you, our audience – without whom, we 
are but players in a darkened room.

We’re always looking for people to 
join Purple. We do have quite illegal 
amounts of fun, and if that sounds like 
your thing, please do get in touch! We 
are particularly keen for more home-
grown writing, as our in-house writing 
club is currently working on our next 
great outing; could this include you?

Finally, we all hope that you enjoy 
every minute of this show as much as 
we do and see you in the bar later! 

Claire Lewis
Producer

a word from...
...the producer           ... and some of the crew

No. 001.––vol.I.] the ankh-Morpork tiMes [June 29 to July 2, 2011 

James Berkeley
Sound Designer

James’ sound credits include Once a 
Catholic, Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, 
and several pantos. He is our ‘resident’ 

sound designer and likes real ale, curry and 
Norwegians…!

 

Bas Dickson Leach
Stage Manager

Bas has been very thankful to his tireless 
crew and wants to thank them for many 

hours putting up with sawdust, lack of 
space and shorts!  

Andi Tucker
Wardrobe

“Do costumes you say? Why not! There 
are over 40 characters? Aaaargh!” Thanks 

to everyone who has helped. It’s been 
a challenge - Hopefully the cast look 
as great onstage as they do in Andi’s 

fevered imagination.

Phil Burton
Graphic Design

Phil doesn’t normally write a Designer 
entry, but as this is the last show for a 

while that he’ll be designing the imagery 
for as well as his last programme for a 

bit (after doing it and them for about ten 
years), he‘s handing the Purple Design 

reins over to somebody else (hoping they 
will be gentle with his baby) and thought 

he should say goodbye and “It’s been fun!” 
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Fashion for Dwarfs: 
This Season - Chain 
Mail and Leather

Gr’duzk to all dwarfs and interested 
d’harak! Once again this issue we 
reveal more of the h’ragna of fashion. 
This season’s fashionable dwarf-
about-mine is to be found encased in 
iron-soled boots (iron-high-heeled 
for those forward dwarfs who wish to 
display their gender, not that we 
advocate this at the Times) chain 
mail shirts and armour, and boiled 
leather jerkins (tip: boil the leather 
BeFORe putting it on). Grabpot 
Thundergust is doing a new range of 
cosmetics at his factory; a mineral 

makeup collection, known as the 
Joy of Rocks, promises to deliver 
eyeshadow colours such as Granite, 
Basalt, Shale, Pumice, Feldspar, 
Scoria, Limestone and the ever-
popular favourite Flint!  
Grabpot also plans to bring out a 
daring new collection later in the 
year including the outrageous new 
colour Slate!
 One more tip: Lace is popular 
this season! Otherwise how on 
earth is the young dwarf to fasten 
his (or her) boots up?
 For the best in Dwarfish fashion 
we advise you to try Shatta in the 
Maul where Madam Sharn and 
Pepe will be happy to assist you!

DWARFS GuNILLA AND BODDONy 
GOODMOuNTAIN: FAShIONISTAS

Terry PraTcheTT’s The TruTh
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The PeoPle involved
cast production team and crew

Producer .........................................................................Claire Lewis

Production Assistant ....................................... Juliette McAlroy

Director  ......................................................................Rez Mossavat

Assistant Director  ............................................................Stoo Gill

Stage Manager ...............................................Bas Dickson Leach

Assistant Stage Manager ............................................. Aneka Rai

Wardrobe ......................................................................Andi Tucker

Properties ...............................................................Michael Masters

Lighting Design ...........................................Matthew Loughman

Sound Design .........................................................James Berkeley 

Publicity .................................................................Dominic Parford

Graphic design, images and front of house display ............

.................................................................................................Phil Burton

Gaspode designed and made by .........................Phil Burton

Set build ............................................................Bas Dickson Leach

.........................................................................................Mandy Gasson

.......................................................................................Zoe Hurcombe

Crew ...................................................................Bas Dickson Leach

Front of House Manager ................. Chrisa Dickson Leach

William de Worde .................................................Steven Walsh

Mr Pin .......................................................................Manveer Sahota

Mr Tulip ........................................................................Tim  Williams

Lord Vetinari, Charlie, Carney, the voice of Wuffles ........
.......................................................................Craig Cameron-Fisher

Commander Sam Vimes, Arthur Crank .......Andi Tucker

Otto Chriek, Foul Old Ron .......................Dominic Parford

Mr Slant ...............................................................Timothy Williams

Gunilla Goodmountain ................................ Joni-Rae Carrack

Boddony, Mrs Crank ....................................................... Jade King

Lord Rust, Altogether Andrews, Thug ..David Ridgeway

Drumknott, Cartwright .......................................Frankie Brand

Sacharissa Crisplock .............................................Ruth Bateman

Sergeant Angua, Lady Venturi ..................Amanda Franklin

Mrs Arcanum, Lady Selachii, Corporal Littlebottom .........

.........................................................................................Mandy Gasson

Gaspode, Samuel Arblaster, Crowd Person 1 ......................

.................................................................................................Phil Burton

Lord de Worde, Coffin Henry, Crowd Person 3 ...............
................................................................................................ Tom Brand

Duck Man, Lost Watch Man, Old Priest, Ridcully, 

Vendor ........................................................................Adrian Wilson

Corporal Nobbs, Mrs Mackleduff, Florrie Perry,  

Crowd Person 4 ..............................................Michaela Clayton

Mr Wintler, Dis-Organiser ................................Rez Mossavat

Sergeant Colon, Crowd Person 2 ...........................Stoo Gill

Purple needs crew
Putting on a show isn’t all about the actors on stage. 
There are lots of roles behind the scenes that are just 
as important and vital for the show to be a success. As 
a company Purple relies upon lots of people working 
very hard in a wide variety of roles behind the scenes 
to make our shows work, and we are always looking 
for new members interested in these areas.

It’s a great way of getting some experience in the 
area, or bringing skills into a new area, or just a way of 
meeting new people!

So if you are interested in joining a group of young 
fun theatrical types, but don’t fancy prancing about in 
costume, then joining Purple crew might be just for you.

You don’t need any experience, just a willingness to try 
something new so why not give us a call (see page 19) 
and join us for our next excellent adventure – you can 
be sure it will be fun for all involved!

Don’t be blue...
be PuRPLe!

We are always looking for new members

www.purpletheatre.org.uk
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Births, Deaths, 
Marriages & 

announceMents  

XXVIII, Ptallulah 
Cleomatra;  

Daughter to Queen Ptraci Lady Of 
The heavens, Charioteer Of The 
Wagon Of The Sun, Steerswoman 
Of The Barque Of The Sun, 
Guardian Of The Secret Knowledge, 
Lady Of The horizon, Keeper Of 
The Way, The Flail Of Mercy, The 
high Born One, The Never Dying 
Queen, and her husband Chidder. A 
new sister for Pteresa, Ptamara, 
Ptom, Ptiberius and Ptimothy. 
Thanks to all nurses at the Sacred 
Crocodile hospital (New Mummies’ 
Ward), Djelibeybi.

Happy birthday to Pewsey Ogg,  
aged 8 today, from his ever-

loving Nanny with a big wet kiss 
and some sweeties!

Perks – Manickle.  
The marriage between Paul 

(son of Paul and Margaret Perks of 
Munz, Borogravia) and Betty 
(daughter of Rist and Anchel 
Manickle, widow of Johnny and 
mother of three-year-old Jack) took 
place this week outside the 
Duchess Inn, Munz. Best man was 
the groom’s brother Oliver “Ozzer” 
Perks, late of the Tenth Foot 
Infantry; Borogravian gentlemen 
Mr halter and Mr Tewt acted as 
ushers with Miss Igorina and Miss 
Alice Goom to assist the bride. 
Celebrity sightings at the happy 
event included Lt. Blouse (after 
whom the famous fingerless glove 
was named) and his lovely lady 
wife emmeline.   

DEARHEART. 
Tragically and suddenly, in an 

accident on the clacks, JOhN (24). 
Son of Robert (founder of the Grand 
Trunk Clacks Co.), beloved brother 
of Adora. “A man is not dead while 
his name is still spoken.”

To you all. I’ll be seeing you soon.  
With love from Death.

WanteD, &c.

Frog breeder and dryer,  
experienced and enthusiastic, 

willing to work closely with Bursar 
on university premises. Apply to the 
Archchancellor with covering letter 
and number of frogs owned.

Books on social intercourse,  
any and all concerned. Apply 

King Verence of Lancre.  

Small black skullcap, 
well worn, preferably velvet, apply 

to Mr Cosmo Lavish, Ankh-Morpork.

People keen to invest  
in NeW eXCITING 

BuSINeSS! All expenses paid! you 
will not be disappointed! Contact 
Albert Spangler for further details.

Thud board and pieces,  
preferably basalt, and patient 

teacher required; wish to learn to 
play as matter of urgency. Apply in 
writing to Rufus Drumknott, 
Secretary at the Oblong Office, the 
Palace, Ankh-Morpork.

New cutlery,  
suitable for large group, urgent 

requirement due to sudden discovery 
of lack of same. Apply Fred Colon (Sgt) 
the Watch house, Ankh-Morpork.

OOK!  
(I am assured by the 

Archchancellor of the unseen 
university that this means “Wanted, 
a large amount of bananas, post haste, 
must be able to deliver regularly to 
university grounds, please contact the 
Librarian for payment.” The 
Archchancellor would like to make it 
clear that payment will entail being 
allowed to take the banana skins 
home with you and being allowed to 
leave without being bounced upside 
down by your ankles should you utter 
the M word. – editor).

Set of 3/8ths Gripleys, 
will accept new or used so long 

as good working order. Apply Ned 
Simnel, The Smithy, Octarine 
Grass Country. 

For sale, &c.

Fashionable green wallpaper,  
several rolls. Priced low but 

excellent quality. Apply Dr Downey, 
Assassins’ Guild, Ankh-Morpork.

Sausages Inna Bun (ketchup extra)  
and NeW Rat Onna Stick for the 

Dwarf Market! For a TRue TASTe 
eXPLOSION see C.M. O. T. 
Dibbler, Sator Square at the grubby 
barrow with the dodgy wheel. N.B. 
Mr Dibbler is not responsible for 
ACTuAL explosions.

Book early for Hogswatch 
Book your celebrations early to 

avoid disappointment. All creatures 
catered for at The Mended Drum, 
Ankh-Morpork.

#12 Extra Pointy, Fortescue’s 
Silvertip x 3, 

2mm Pearl headed, #40 ‘Sir Terry’s 
Bodkin’, general assortment 
dressmakers’ mix. Ask for Stanley at 
Dave’s Pin emporium.

Silver (ish) spoons, 
 some knives wot look shiny, 

buncha forks (some’ve got black bits 
on), uvver bits ‘n’ stuff, ain’t sure 
where from, all going for cheap, 
contact Nobby at the Watch ho – 
NO, not at the Watch house, ask at 
harga’s house of Ribs instead and I’ll 
pop in on me afternoon off, ta.

Genuine pieces of “between 
seven and nine”, set of 

gold coins 
from Counterweight Continent 
shipwreck. Also available, one less 
than nine drinking cups, good 
condition; one more than seven fancy 
brass hat-sequins, various sizes; 
sixteen shoes (equal mixture of left 
and right), varying conditions, most 
worn on the soles. Contact 
Rincewind for more information.

Large collection ladies’ 
dresses and gowns,  

excellent condition, all medium size, 
worn regularly for Amateur Dramatics. 
Contact Lieutenant Wrigglesworth 
for discreet viewing/trying on.  
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Thank you...
We would like to thank (in no 
particular order) the following for 
their help with this production:

Tim Saward and the staff and 
volunteers from the Compass Theatre; 
2nd Uxbridge Scout Group for the 
use of rehearsal space; Uxbridge 
Central Library and all the shops and 
surgeries that allowed us poster space; 
Mark Lewis @ Media Powerhouse; 
Freesound Project as the source of 
the sound effects; Charlotte Baldwin 
of Hillingdon Arts Service; Boville’s 
Copy Shop, Uxbridge for printing the 
front of house and library displays, Phil 
Burton for the loan of his camera; 
David Sullivan for the projector; the 
HTSWC members; Juliette McAlroy, 
Mandy Gasson, Judith Thei and Tim 
Williams for help with costumes; 
Phil Burton for his tireless dedication 
over the last ten years in putting 
these programmes (and publicity 
material) together; Juliette McAlroy 
(with Phil Burton and Claire Lewis a 
bit) for writing the newspaper stories 
and adverts; whatever venue we 
decide on for their hospitality at our 
traditional Friday night meal; everyone 
who helped on front of house.

All the cast, crew, production team, 
those who helped to build the set 
and others who have made this 
show, and everything surrounding it, 
possible.

Everyone who has helped out, given 
or lent props.

In addition, our gratitude extends 
to everyone who has helped, but 
somehow not made it into print...

Thanks to all those of you who 
have come to see this and 
our other shows, and have 
supported us over the years.

ANKh-MORPORK TIMeS’ eSTeeMeD eDITOR, 
MISTeR WILLIAM De WORDe
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a PurPle hisTory
1997 – 2011

Terry Pratchett’s
Mort

March 1997

Whose University  
is it Anyway?

September 1997

Murdered 
to Death

October 1997

Where There’s a 
Will, There’s a Way...

November 1997

Swimming 
with Dolphins

November 1997

Terry Pratchett’s
Men at Arms
March 1998

Terry Pratchett’s
Maskerade
April 1999

Wanted - 
One Body!

October 1999

‘Allo!  
‘Allo!

June 2005

Something  
Wicked

November 2005

Purple  
Showcase

March 2006

An  
Inspector Calls

June 2006

Sweeney Todd the 
Demon Barber of 

Fleet Street
November 2006

A Slice of 
Saturday Night

November 2004

Eighty Days 
the Musical

November 2003

Fur Coat and 
No Knickers

June 2004

Bugsy  
Malone

April 2000

Stags  
and Hens

December 2001

Much Ado About 
Shakespeare
May 2002

Terry Pratchett’s
Lords and Ladies
November 2002

Terry Pratchett’s
Interesting Times

April 2003

Don’t Dress 
for Dinner

September 2000

Terry Pratchett’s
Carpe Jugulum
December 2000

I Love You, 
You’re Perfect, 
Now Change

May 2001

Terry Pratchett’s 
Wyrd Sisters

May 2007

Blithe  
Spirit

October 2007

The Eight: Reindeer 
Monologues

December 2006

Daisy Pulls  
it Off

May 2008

Purple  
Pieces

June 2008

The Dark Side of 
Theatre/The Trial 
of Philip Merryfield

June 2008

Super: A musical 
comedy about the 

superhuman
condition

November 2008

Purple Pieces
Too

June 2009

Terry Pratchett’s
Monstrous Regiment

June 2009

Return to the 
Forbidden Planet
December 2009

By 
Jeeves

October 2010

Too Clever  
by Half

April 2010

High School  
Prom 1955
May 2011

Purple Pieces 
Free

June 2010

Purple Pieces
Forsooth
June 2011
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conTacT us
the purple theatre company

If you would like to contact the Purple Theatre 
Company for any reason – whether to provide 
comment or criticism, enquire about future productions 
or even membership – then please do.  We are always 
on the look out for new members, so if you would like 
to get involved please contact us by any of the variety 
of methods listed below.

Or fill out a form at the Front of House desk to be 
added to our mailing list.

48 Middleton Drive 
Northwood Hills

Middlesex

HA5 2PG

t:  07050 605081

f: 07050 605082

e: purplepals@purpletheatre.org.uk

 www.purpletheatre.org.uk

Company Manager 
Bas Dickson Leach

Artistic Director 
Andi Tucker

Communications Manager 
Toby Vennard

Company Secretary 
Chrisa Dickson Leach

Design Manager 
Phil Burton

Publicity Manager 
Dominic Parford

Social Secretary 
Juliette McAlroy

Technical Director 
Ruth Bateman

Sponsorship Manager 
Mandy Gasson

Treasurer 
Claire Lewis

Buying the latest Pratchett book or DVD online? 

Then shop with Purple!
If you ever buy from Amazon.co.uk, 101cd.com or AdvancedMP3Players.co.uk 

and you go to their websites via ours you could help fund our next show.  All you 
need to do is visit www.purpletheatre.org.uk and click the Shop with Purple! 
link in the bottom left hand corner.  All the information you need is there. It 

won’t cost you a penny, but could help us generate much needed funds.

www.purpletheatre.org.uk
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The Purple Theatre Company presents...

A night of original  
Shakespearean comedy

Wednesday 19th 
and Thursday 20th 

October 2011, 7.30pm
Compass Theatre 

Opposite Ickenham Tube Station

Box office: 01895 673200

The  
Second Act
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our next show is...

w w w . p u r p l e t h e a t r e . o r g . u k

Opens 30 November 2011
Compass Theatre

Box office: 01895 673200
To be one of the first to receive details of our shows join our  

mailing list, fill out a form at the Front of House desk or contact:

t: 07050 605081 e: purplepals@purpletheatre.org.uk

AuditionsJuly 2011 For more information  see our website
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serVices, &c.

Brother Upon-Which-The-
Angels-Dance. 

Pin and Sister Jennifer would like 
to extend their felicitations and 
kind regards to all Ankh-Morpork 
citizens, and welcome one and all 
to an Animal Lovers’ Service in 
the sight of the Great God Om. 
This week Om is especially 
blessing DOGS, specifically 
terriers. Friends please accept this 
invitation, and meet in The 
Shades at dusk for hymns, prayer 
and -ing benediction. 

Dead? Depressed? Feel like 
starting all over again? 

What you need is the Fresh Start 
Club! Visit Reg Shoe at 668 elm 
Street, Ankh-Morpork and leave in 
much higher spirits! When life 
doesn’t give you the ghost of a 
chance, the Fresh Start Club puts the 
corps back into corpse!!

Are You Tired And Respectable? 
For a respectable and dignified 

night’s rest, come and stay at Mrs 
eucrasia Arcanum’s Lodging house 
for Respectable Working Men (if you 
do not work, then do not bother).

Missing

Beloved dog by the name        
of Wuffles. 

Grey and white long-haired terrier-
like dog, short snout, floppy ears, 
quite old, with srange staring eyes, 
may or may not answer to his name. 
Will bite if provoked or under the 
illusion that a person is not very 
pleasant. Not very bright. This dog 
is well loved and the owner dearly 
wants him back. If found please 
contact the editor of the Ankh-
Morpork Times.  
Reward: $25.No time wasters.
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