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Want to be a Purple person?
see us in the foyer or bar after the show, or telephone: 07050 605081

or visit our website: www.purpletheatre.org.uk
purple - better than blue
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Hello and welcome to Purple’s London Premiere 
production of Too Clever by Half.

It’s been a busy few months for me; getting married and 
going to the far side of the world for a month will take you 
out of the loop somewhat. But coming back to find a show 
brimming with new ideas and enthusiasm is just the pick-
me-up a Company Manager needs on returning to some 
pretty dismal January weather. This show is the first for a 
while that I’ve not had a hand in the Production Team. In 
fact, we’ve a lot of new faces coming through; first timers 
Andi, Stoo and Nick, assisted by some more experienced 
heads in Chrisa and Tim, have put together a great show 
(and an astonishing set). It’s been great to see how well 
they’ve all pulled together to get this show in such fine 
fettle and into the Compass for you to all come and see.

As always I’d like to thank you for supporting amateur 
theatre in Hillingdon. Whether you live in the area or not 
we are very grateful to you for showing us such excellent 
support. We know all of the local companies are having 
a tough time (along with everyone else right now), so 

we hope when you leave tonight you’ll tell everyone you 
know how amazingly fun it all is, and how they should 
definitely come and see us, now or in our next show. 
Talking of next shows, on the 3rd and 4th of June we have 
a performance of original sketches as a part of Hillingdon 
ArtsWeek (in the Compass and the West Drayton 
Community Centre) and we’ll be auditioning for our 
next show in the Summer; the musical By Jeeves which 
promises to be tremendous fun (spiffing even!).

And finally we’re always on the lookout for new members, 
both on and off stage. So if you fancy helping in the cast, 
crew, production team, publicity, costume, props, or just 
want to have a bit of a laugh on Sundays, then grab one of 
us afterwards and I’m sure we’ll be able to help out.

Enjoy the show.

Bas Dickson Leach
Company Manager

P.S. Visit our website anytime to drop us an email about 
joining, find out about our next show, or check out lots 
of other Purple related things: www.purpletheatre.org.uk

welcome...
...from the company manager
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When I was presented with the script for Too Clever By 
Half I had no idea what to expect. What I found was... 
well you’ll see for yourself won’t you, but needless to 
say I was sold and I knew that by hell or high water 
the Chalice of Malice would live again! The only real 
question for me was how to participate. Before now 
I’ve only been involved in plays as an actor (my one 
regret with Too Clever is that I’ve missed the chance to 
be in it) but for the first time I felt the urge to sit in the 
comfy seats and boss people around for three months... 
I mean bring my artistic vision to the stage... (cough).

In all seriousness though it’s an incredible feeling to 
see your ideas brought to life and it could never have 
happened if it weren’t for the quality of the people 
that make up this company. Foremost among them for 
me has been my assistant director Stoo; I’ve enjoyed 
acting alongside Stoo ever since we both joined Purple 
for Wyrd Sisters in 2007 and it’s been an absolute joy 
to work with him on Too Clever. He’s been a wealth 
of ideas, enthusiasm and inspiration and a bedrock of 

support.  Reading that back I think we should probably 
just get married right now (for the first two weeks 
of rehearsals we didn’t go more than twelve hours 
without speaking).

I don’t have enough space to thank everybody who 
deserves it but I’d like to thank the production team 
and the crew for the massive amounts of work that get 
put in behind the scenes (seriously it’s massive). Special 
mention to Matt for the portrait of Sir Hugo, to Tim for 
the amazing set design that actually made my jaw drop 
and to Phil for taking my simple ideas for pictures and 
making them into such fantastic artwork. I’d also like to 
thank Bas for his support and words of wisdom and 
last but not least, Edgar Harrison himself for being so 
helpful, putting up with all of my emails and for writing 
the play in the first place! 

Enjoy your half time cup of tea... carefully!

Andi Tucker
Director

A word...
...from the directors
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Welcome, sit yourself down.  Putting together Too 
Clever by Half has been immense fun – Cup of tea?– 
and we hope you have half as much fun watching it as 
we have had rehearsing it.

Mystery fiction and tea are two imports which have 
become British staples and Edgar Harrison has very 
cleverly – Milk?  Slice of Lemon? – woven together this 
collection of stories to form a very British tale indeed.

One of the great things about these four one-act plays 
– Sugar? – is that it gives some of our actors playing 
multiple parts the chance to show off their versatility 
(and the speed that they can change their clothes).  
Even those playing just the one character might not 
be all they appear.  Can you work out who’s got 
something to hide?

Whilst rehearsals have been taking up every Sunday, 
I’ve been – Biscuit? – trying to catch up with sleep on 
Saturdays. However, it’s remarkably difficult to sleep 
when someone’s building a giant teapot outside your 

bedroom window.  Tim, Chrisa, Ruth, Zoe, Michaela et 
al have done a fabulous job of putting together the set; 
battling rain, hail, and giant clouds of ash.

Working with Andi and Nick to put on this show has – 
Poison unknown to medical science? – been immense 
fun too.  They are real gentlemen, you know.  Well... 
actually Andi isn’t, he puts the milk in first you know? 

We’re very proud to be supporting Age Concern 
Hillingdon with this show; do read page five to find 
out how you can help improve the quality of life and 
promote a positive view of older people in the London 
Borough of Hillingdon.

Enjoy the show!

Stoo Gill
Assistant Director
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Scene liSt

act one
Part one: The Curse of the Cardingtons
The drawing room of Cardington Hall

A brief musical interlude – Trying it out for Size

Music, Lyrics and Performance by Toby Vennard

Part two: Working Backwards
The library of 26 Belgravia Mansions; home of Ramona Blair

Scene four: 6pm

Scene three: 5pm

Scene two: 4pm

Scene one: 3pm

act two
Part three: The Gentleman Thief
Somewhere in London

Part four: Count Braggadocio  
and the Boudoir of Death
The Boudoir of Death and the chambers  
of Count Braggadocio in Jermyn Street
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Age Concern Hillingdon was established in 1989,  
“To improve the quality of life and promote a positive view 
of all older people in the London Borough of Hillingdon.”

This is what we do
Practical help at home services

The Handyperson Service •	

Tidy Gardens Service •	

Helping Hands Service•	

Hospital and Home Support•	

Nail Cutting Service •	

Services to Empower You
Information and Advice•	

Welfare Benefits•	

Standing up for you
Advocacy

Groups, clubs and drop- ins
We have a range of these across the borough waiting 
to give you a warm welcome. 

Getting organised
Whether it’s renewing your insurance or booking a 
holiday or even writing your Will, taking out a funeral 
plan or shopping around for a better energy deal; it 
feels good when you’ve put your affairs in order and 
we can help with all of the above.

You can help us
Bring and buy from our charity shops•	

Help youngsters to learn in schools by becoming a •	
Time Traveller volunteer.

Got an hour or two to spare?
You can help us to help others by becoming a volunteer! 
We can offer you out of pocket expenses, support      
and friendship as well as the knowledge that you are 
making a positive difference to older people’s lives.

Contacting us
t: 020 8756 3040

e: enquiries@ageconcernhillingdon.org.uk

w: www.ageconcernhillingdon.org.uk

Supporting our community
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Shop with Purple!
If you ever buy from Amazon.co.uk, 101cd.com or AdvancedMP3Players.co.uk and you go to their 

websites via ours you could help fund our next show.  All you need to do is visit www.purpletheatre.
org.uk and click the Shop with Purple! link in the bottom left hand corner.  All the information 
you need is there. It won’t cost you a penny, but could help us generate much needed funds.

www.purpletheatre.org.uk
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The Chameleon Players were formed in January 1985 
and a production of the comedy Love’s A Luxury by Guy 
Paxton and Edward Hoile was mounted in May of the 
same year. They now perform three plays a year at the 
Northern Academy of Performing Arts in Hull. They 
have produced plays by authors as diverse as Derek 
Benfield and Howard Brenton (and that’s just the Bs) 
but always attempt to find something that will challenge 
and entertain both cast and audience.

Edgar Harrison has been a member of the 
Chameleon players since their inception and has tried 
his hand at directing, acting, writing, lighting and set 
design and drinking tea. Mostly drinking tea.

Too Clever By Half was based on the works of 
Edgar’s favourite authors that were ripe for a lovingly 
crafted pastiche. Although that’s possibly just a posh 
word for ‘rip-off ’! The basic idea was for four short, 
but linked, plays telling one story – structured like an 
old four part Dr Who story. Part one introduction, part 
two development, part three lots of running around 
in corridors, and part four conclusion. It was described 
by one of the original cast as “H.P Lovecraft meets 
Sherlock Holmes meets The Rocky Horror Show. 
Without the singing. Or the stockings and suspenders”.

www.chameleonplayers.com

BAckground
edgar harrison and the chameleon players

Shop with Purple!
If you ever buy from Amazon.co.uk, 101cd.com or AdvancedMP3Players.co.uk and you go to their 

websites via ours you could help fund our next show.  All you need to do is visit www.purpletheatre.
org.uk and click the Shop with Purple! link in the bottom left hand corner.  All the information 
you need is there. It won’t cost you a penny, but could help us generate much needed funds.

www.purpletheatre.org.uk
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Ruth Bateman
Claudia Quaedvlieg, Abby Gates
Having fulfilled a variety of 
roles on and off stage for 
Purple in the last eighteen 
months, Ruth now finds 
herself in yet another 
disguise... and being 
seriously good at it...

Frankie Brand
Ramona Blair, Kitty Brewster

Five years with Purple 
and she’s played a range 

of characters.  There’s 
something interesting  

in playing two you’re familiar 
with in every day life.

Craig Cameron-Fisher
Montacute Charingworth
...show, “Two’s a Crowd”,  
30th and 31st May, 8pm here 
at the Compass.  It’s going to 
be ‘furiously’ funny.

Joni-Rae Carrack
Hilary Ravenshaw,  

Anecdotal Character, Fancy
Joni-Rae is not only one of 

the newest members of 
Purple, she also happens 

to be the youngest and the 
smallest. Contrary to popular 

belief she is not a child that 
has wandered onto stage.

Tom Brand
Sir Henry Cardington, 
Harcourt Fenton, Philip Howard 
Well it’s been seven years 
now that Tom has been 
keeping Purple in talent 
and now he’s the star.  
Nothing to do with any 
prior relationship with the 
director...

Phil Burton
Beauvais

This show marks Phil’s ten 
year anniversary with Purple.  

A small part this time, but 
perfectly formed.  And 

French.  Again.  Mon Dieu! 
Don’t forget to come and 

see Phil and Craig’s sketch... 

the cASt
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Bas Dickson Leach
Simon Temple-Meads
Bas has had a great time 
with this show.  Apologies 
to the director for the 
variety of accents but Simon 
Temple-Meerkat he will 
stand by. Simples.

Mandy Gasson
Deakins, Madame Fatale
This may be the fifth time 

Mandy has played a maid on 
stage, but it is definitely the 
first time she has played a 

brothel madam!  You can’t get 
much more different roles and 

she is loving every minute!

Rez Mossavat
Count Braggadocio
Fresh from his Tony-
winning role as Third 
Trampoline in the Chuckle 
Brothers’ production of 
the Importance of Being 
Earnest, Rez turns his 
hand to hefty Holmesian 
happenstances.

Judith Thei
Leonora Lippon

Despite knowing what 
happens when they give 

Judith weapon-type-
objects, they keep doing 

 it; whoever “they” are  
and “it” is.

Claire Lewis
Emily Crawshake,  
Pamela Charingworth,  
Amy Whiflet
Claire has always claimed 
that she has multiple 
personalities.  However, 
this is the first time she has 
been experiencing multiple 
people on stage... umm, 
hang on a moment... Monty!

Juliette McAlroy
Lily Punnet, Victoria Trevelyan

English language geek Ju 
loves playing Victoria.  Gothic 

dress, corset, words of 
sesquipedalian splendour…  
As for Lily, any excuse for a 
cuppa.  What do you mean 
you’ve put the milk in last?!
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Steven Walsh
Edwick Rumbold,  Anecdotal Character
Steven is weally wather 
exhilawated to be appeawing 
as another chawacter with a 
widiculous speech impediment.  
He considers his jumper to be, “The 
greatest and coolest thing ever, and 
shut up if you don’t agree.”

Tim Williams
William Chalker
Tim needs help!  He is being 
held against his will by a 
small mildly insane theatre 
company.  Get word to 
the police!  Or the army.  
Even a small cat with anger 
issues will do.  Someone, 
anyone!  Help!

Tim Williams
Inspector Hardy,  
Trip Hazard III
Tim is enjoying getting back 
to doing multiple parts 
and having to attack lots 
of different women!  This 
is Tim’s sixth show with 
Purple... it seems more!! 
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A word from...
...the producer     ...and some of the crew

A quartet of humorous whodunits revolving around 
the lure of a vampire teapot? Surely that can only be 
a Purple production! And what a show to pick up the 
production baton for the first time – it’s been a great 
experience. Like work, really, but a lot more fun!

A few thanks then to those without whom this would 
not have happened. Andi, our tireless Artistic Director, 
who found this play and took on the challenge to direct 
it, ably assisted by Stoo. I’m sure you’ll agree that it’s all 
come together so well, you’d never know this was their 
first attempt at directorial duties. Tim designed and lead 
the creation of the spectacular set whilst Chrisa skillfully 
oversaw the technical side. Thanks also Ju for being 
the chief seamstress, Phil for his usual high standards 
of design (including this programme), Frankie and 
Dom for letting the world (and you!) know about the 
show and all the others who beavered away to make 
everything look and sound so good.

Nick Davies
Producer

Juliette McAlroy
Wardrobe

The cast can’t dress 
themselves, so Ju did it for 

them.  A maid’s outfit, stockings 
and suspenders, corsets.   

The Old Gods approve and 
that’s no ‘idol’ boast.

Tim Williams
Set Design

Tim learnt set designing at 
Amersham and Wycombe 

College, set building at 
Queens Park Centre 

Aylesbury, and forgot it ALL 
for this show!

Chrisa Dickson Leach
Stage Manager

Three vital tools for any 
techie: a Leatherman, at 
least one Maglite and a 

robust sense of humour. A 
cup of tea with biscuits is 

always welcome too.
Zoe Hurcombe

Lighting
This is Zoe’s first show with 

Purple. She’s the shining 
light of the show.  You can’t 
see her, but you know that 

she’s there.
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the people involved
cast production team and crew

Producer ..........................................................................Nick Davies
Director  .......................................................................... Andi Tucker
Assistant Director  ............................................................Stoo Gill
Stage Manager ....................................... Chrisa Dickson Leach
Assistant Stage Manager .................................... Nicola French
Wardrobe ..............................................................Juliette McAlroy
Properties ......................................................................Claire Lewis
Lighting ......................................................................Zoe Hurcombe
Publicity ........................................................................Frankie Brand
Publicity ................................................................. Dominic Parford
Graphic design and front of house display .....Phil Burton
Set design ......................................................................Tim Williams

The Curse of the Cardingtons
Hilary Ravenshaw ............................................Joni-Rae Carrack
Deakins .......................................................................Mandy Gasson
Inspector Hardy .........................................................Tim Williams
Lily Punnet .............................................................Juliette McAlroy
Sir Henry Cardington .................................................Tom Brand
Emily Crawshake ........................................................Claire Lewis
Beauvais ..............................................................................Phil Burton
Leonora Lippon .............................................................. Judith Thei
Working Backwards
Pamela Charingworth .............................................Claire Lewis
Montacute Charingworth .............. Craig Cameron-Fisher
Ramona Blair .............................................................Frankie Brand
Claudia Quaedvlieg ..............................................Ruth Bateman
William Chalker ...............................................Timothy Williams
Edwick Rumbold ...................................................... Steven Walsh
Harcourt Fenton ...........................................................Tom Brand
The Gentleman Thief
Abby Gates ...............................................................Ruth Bateman
Simon Temple-Meads ................................Bas Dickson Leach
Amy Whiflet .................................................................Claire Lewis
Anecdotal Character .....................................Joni-Rae Carrack
Anecdotal Character ............................................. Steven Walsh
Count Braggadocio and the Boudoir of Death
Fancy .......................................................................Joni-Rae Carrack
Kitty Brewster ...........................................................Frankie Brand
Count Braggadocio .................................................Rez Mossavat
Victoria Trevelyan ...............................................Juliette McAlroy
Philip Howard .................................................................Tom Brand
Madame Fatale .......................................................Mandy Gasson
Trip Hazard III .............................................................Tim Williams

Purple needs crew
Putting on a show isn’t all about the actors on stage. 
There are lots of roles behind the scenes that are just 
as important and vital for the show to be a success. As 
a company Purple relies upon lots of people working 
very hard in a wide variety of roles, and we are always 
looking for new members interested in these areas.
It’s a great way of getting some experience, or just a 
way of meeting new people! So if you are interested 
in joining a group of fun theatrical types, but don’t fancy 
prancing about in costume, then joining Purple crew 
might be just for you.
You don’t need any experience, just a willingness to try 
something new so why not give us a call (see page 15) 
and join us for our next excellent adventure!
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thAnk you...

We would like to thank (in no particular order) the 
following for their help with this production:
Martin Zouch and the staff and volunteers from the 
Compass Theatre; 2nd Uxbridge Scout Group for 
the use of rehearsal space; all the shops, libraries and 
surgeries that allowed us poster space; Kris Holliday 
of Hillingdon Arts Council; Hillingdon Arts Association 
for their continued support; Boville’s Copy Shop, 
Uxbridge for printing the front of house display, Claire 
Lewis and Stoo Gill for letting us use their garden for 
set building (again!), Matt Loughman for his advice on 
lighting and technical matters, www.clotheslondon.com 
for our show t-shirts, Matt McKay – for the portrait of 
Sir Hugo and other painting, Toby Vennard – for writing 
and recording Trying it out for Size, Edgar Harrison 
and the Chameleon Players for letting us put on the 
show, Members of the company for their help with set 
building and publicity, Qin’s Chinese restaurant for their 
hospitality at our traditional Friday night meal; Jacqui 
and the staff at the Abrook Arms for their continued 
hospitality; everyone who helped on front of house.

All the cast, crew, production team, those who helped to 
build the set and others who have made this show, and 
everything surrounding it, possible.

Everyone who has helped out and given or lent props.
In addition, our gratitude extends to everyone who has 
helped, but somehow not made it into print...

Thanks to all those of you who have come 
to see this and our other shows, and have 
supported us over the years.
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A purple hiStory
1997 to 2010

Daisy Pulls  
it Off

May 2008

Purple  
Pieces

June 2008

The Dark Side of 
Theatre/The Trial of 

Philip Merryfield
June 2008

Super: A musical 
comedy about the 

superhuman
condition

November 2008

Purple  
Pieces Too
June 2009

Terry Pratchett’s
Monstrous Regiment

June 2009

Return to the 
Forbidden Planet
December 2009

Terry Pratchett’s 
Wyrd Sisters

May 2007

Blithe  
Spirit

October 2007

‘Allo!  
‘Allo!

June 2005

Something  
Wicked

November 2005

Purple  
Showcase

March 2006

An  
Inspector Calls

June 2006

Sweeney Todd the 
Demon Barber of 

Fleet Street
November 2006

The Eight: Reindeer 
Monologues

December 2006

A Slice of 
Saturday Night

November 2004

Terry Pratchett’s
Mort

March 1997

Whose University  
is it Anyway?

September 1997

Murdered 
to Death

October 1997

Where There’s a 
Will, There’s a Way...

November 1997

Swimming 
with Dolphins

November 1997

Terry Pratchett’s
Men at Arms
March 1998

Terry Pratchett’s
Maskerade
April 1999

Wanted - 
One Body!

October 1999

Bugsy  
Malone

April 2000

Eighty Days 
the Musical

November 2003

Fur Coat and 
No Knickers

June 2004

Stags  
and Hens

December 2001

Much Ado About 
Shakespeare
May 2002

Terry Pratchett’s
Lords and Ladies
November 2002

Terry Pratchett’s
Interesting Times

April 2003

Don’t Dress 
for Dinner

September 2000

Terry Pratchett’s
Carpe Jugulum
December 2000

I Love You, 
You’re Perfect, 
Now Change

May 2001
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contAct uS
the purple theatre company

If you would like to contact the Purple Theatre 
Company for any reason – whether to provide 
comment or criticism, enquire about future productions 
or even membership – then please do.  We are always 
on the look out for new members, so if you would like 
to get involved please contact us by any of the variety 
of methods listed below.

Or fill out a form at the Front of House desk to be 
added to our mailing list.

48 Middleton Drive 
Northwood Hills

Middlesex

HA5 2PG

t:  07050 605081

f: 07050 605082

e: purplepals@purpletheatre.org.uk

 www.purpletheatre.org.uk

Company Manager 
Bas Dickson Leach

Artistic Director 
Andi Tucker

Communications Manager 
Toby Vennard

Company Secretary 
Juliette McAloy

Design Manager 
Phil Burton

Publicity Manager 
Frankie Brand

Social Secretary 
Mandy Gasson

Treasurer 
Claire Lewis

Technical Director 
Ruth Bateman
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A comedy sketch show like no other; with characters from everywhere between Heaven and Hell. Quite literally. 

Sunday 30th and Monday 31st May 2010, 8pm

Compass Theatre, Glebe Avenue, Ickenham, UB10 8PD

Tickets: £8

Compass Theatre Box Office 01895 673200
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our next show is...

w w w . p u r p l e t h e a t r e . o r g . u k

Opens 13th October 2010
Compass Theatre

Box office: 01895 673200

To be one of the first to receive details of 
our shows join our mailing list, fill out a form 
at the Front of House desk or contact:

e: purplepals@purpletheatre.org.uk

t: 07050 605081

Visit our  website for audition details

and don’t forget...
Thursday 3rd June 2010, 
7.30pm Compass Theatre
Friday 4th June 2010, 
7.30pm West Drayton 
Community Centre

The Purple Theatre Company 
presents: Purple Pieces Three .

A night of free comedy theatre as 
a part of Hillingdon Arts Week. Did 

we mention... IT’S FREE! (limited 
numbers, so first come first served)

by Andrew Lloyd Webber  
and Alan Ayckbourn
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